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THE BRAND NEW FUTURE INNS CAMBRIDGE, the hotel and conference centre at 700 Hespeler Road, may
be the second most impressive thing built by the partners of Skyline Incorporated.
The new Future Inns, officially opened July 19, offers 138 guest rooms and suites, 10,000

square feet of meeting and banquet space, and the Bruce Restaurant and Lounge presided
over by award-winning Chef Garry Wiffin. The facility is described as “a primary business
hotel,” with each guest room having a work station with high speed wireless and wired
internet connection.
The only thing more impressive might be the 16-year history of Skyline Incorporated,

itself. This three-person partnership – including brothers Martin and Jason Castellan
and Jason Ashdown – really began in 1991, when the Castellans were students at the Uni-
versity of Guelph. Martin – who is General Manager and Partner of the Future Inns Cam-
bridge – told Exchange, “my brother and I bought our first house in 1991 with the help of
our Dad.” They occupied the house, sharing it with roommates, and realized they had found
their business niche, and started investing in more houses.
By the mid-90s, the brothers owned 50 rental houses in Guelph. “That was our real edu-

cation while going to university,” says Martin. The next step was to acquire a 33-unit, three-
building apartment complex in Cambridge; eventually, the brothers owned 18 such com-
plexes, all now operating under Skyline Apartment REIT.
The Future Inns project came about after the Skyline partners met Bruce Brett, who

owned Future Inns in the Maritimes. Brett passed away in November, 2005, and his widow,
Marilyn Brett, is involved in the Cambridge project.
Jason Castellan, CEO of Skyline Incorporated, has stated: “Skyline Incorporated has

grown its holdings to over $155 million. Its vision as a strategic real estate manager is to
build an accretive $500 million portfolio by 2010.”

REGIONAL RESTAURATEURS MATT AND JACKIE ROLLEMAN
have opened a new bistro in quarters
familiar to lovers of good food. The Peel
Street Pub and Bistro is located in the
elegant New Hamburg house that was
once home to the famed Brittany
Restaurant, and more recently, Asie. The
Rollemans are also owner-operators of the
popular E.J.’s in Baden, a pub and restau-
rant which they will continue to operate, as
well. The Peel Street Pub and Bistro is
slightly more upscale that E.J.’s, but still
features a casual atmosphere.

FRANK J. HASENFRATZ, founder of Linamar Cor-
poration, based in Guelph, is a 2007

Jason Castellan, Jason Ashdown, Martin Castellan and Cambridge Mayor Doug Craig cut the ribbon to officially open the new Future
Inns Cambridge on July 19.
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Design Build
Renovations
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Home, it’s our retreat
It’s where we live,
love and play
Where cherished
memories begin
Make it the best it can be!

1244 Victoria Street N., Kitchener
519-743-4461

www.pioneercraftsmen.com
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corporate entertaining
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inductee into The Canadian Manufactur-
ing Hall of Fame. The purpose of the Hall
is to recognize “giants in industry” who
“have helped shape Canada’s economy.”

Born in Hungary in 1935, Frank Hasen-
fratz immigrated to Canada in 1957. In 1966
Hasenfratz founded Linamar Corporation, a

global manu-
facturer and
supplier of
leading edge
solutions to the
a u t omo t i v e
and industrial
markets. Lina-
mar operates
36 plants
around the
world, has over

10,000 employees and generated sales close
to $2.3 billion in 2006. Hasenfratz, chairman
of the company, focuses on cost reduction
programs, productivity improvements and
strategic decisions within the company
while his daughter, Linda Hasenfratz is
CEO.

CHRISTIE has installed more than 3,000 Digital
Cinema systems worldwide, the first manu-
facturer to reach this important milestone.
The accomplishment confirms the compa-
ny’s solid dominance in the Digital Cinema

market, with nearly 80% of all installations
around the world using Christie DLP Cinema
projectors, making the projector a world
standard. With Christie on target to surpass
4,000 installations by the end of the year, the

company’s success has exceeded all earlier
industry expectations for the entire global
market for Digital Cinema.

“Christie is fulfilling all of its current con-
tracts and commitments and successfully
ramping-up its deployment of digital sys-
tems by scaling manufacturing and services
to meet the global needs of the market,”
observed Jack Kline, president and COO,
Christie USA.

THE BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU of Mid-Western and
Central Ontario, serving K/W, Guelph, Cam-
bridge, the GTA and surrounding areas, has
elected Denny Cybalski, COO of Setman
Group, as Chair of their Board of Directors.
Cybalski has previously served as Treasurer
of the not for profit organization and will
continue to work closely with BBB Presi-
dent & CEO, Ric
Borski.

With its main
office located in
Kitchener and a
satellite member-
ship office in
Toronto, the BBB
is supported by
3,000 business
members.

THIS SUMMER, RESEARCH IN MOTION announced the
BlackBerry 8820 smartphone. Featuring
RIM’s thinnest smartphone design with a full
and highly tactile QWERTY keyboard, large
and bright display (320 x 240), user-friendly
trackball navigation system and best-in-
class voice and data functionality, the Black-
Berry 8820 also includes built-in GPS, RIM’s
latest media player enhancements, and a
microSD / microSDHC expandable memory
slot that can support current and future
generations of microSD memory cards up
to 32GB. The BlackBerry 8820 is the first
dual-mode BlackBerry handset, combining
EDGE/ GPRS/GSM cellular and Wi-Fi con-

nectivity for
data access
and voice sup-
port through
UMA for fixed-
mobile conver-
gence (FMC)
service offer-
ings from vari-
ous wireless
carriers around
the world.

“The BlackBerry 8820 is an extraordinary
business phone for people who really care
about mobile communications and produc-

tivity. It features all the renowned power and
usability of the BlackBerry platform with
executive class styling and unprecedented
connectivity features, including cellular, Wi-
Fi and built-in GPS,” said Mike Lazaridis,
President and Co-CEO at RIM.

CREDITING “STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT,” WestJet
will expand its daily non-stop seasonal serv-
ice to Calgary from the Region of Waterloo

WATERCOOLER

Frank Hasenfratz, Linamar Corp.
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learning opportunities for your entire

organization as part of
CSTD’s Annual Learn @ Work Week

Visit www.cstd.ca/events to learn more
about our upcoming event on:

Competencies and Developing
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Employees (hi-po’s)

Wednesday, September 26th, 2007
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Denny Cybalski, chair of BBB

• Custom home theatre &
automation

• Distributed & multi-room audio/video
• Commerical & boardroom systems
• In-home service & 24/7 customer

support
• Over 60 product lines – most

available to retail stores.

SINCE 1999

Audio/Video by Design
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travel more arduous than
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focused on the bottom line.
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Junior Achievement is proud to present the

2233rrdd AAnnnnuuaall 
WWaatteerrlloooo RReeggiioonn BBuussiinneessss AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt AAwwaarrddss

Dinner and Presentations are to be held on
TThhuurrssddaayy,, NNoovveemmbbeerr 11,, 22000077 at Bingemans

Nominees’ Private Reception: 5:00 p.m.  I Open Reception: 6:00 p.m.  I Dinner 7:00 p.m.

Awards will be presented in the following categories:

•• CCIIBBCC BBUUSSIINNEESSSS OOFF TTHHEE YYEEAARR

•• KKPPMMGG EEXXCCEELLLLEENNCCEE IINN TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY

•• TTHHEE RREECCOORRDD SSMMAALLLL BBUUSSIINNEESSSS

•• TTDD CCAANNAADDAA TTRRUUSSTT RREETTAAIILLEERR OOFF TTHHEE YYEEAARR

•• UUNNIIOONN GGAASS CCOORRPPOORRAATTEE CCIITTIIZZEENNSSHHIIPP

•• GGOOWWLLIINNGGSS NNEEWW BBUUSSIINNEESSSS

Junior Achievement thanks the cities of Cambridge, Kitchener and Waterloo for their 
generous support.

Tickets are $150 each, with a group rate (table of eight) at $1150

For reservations and more information, please contact:
JJuunniioorr AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt ooff tthhee WWaatteerrlloooo RReeggiioonn,, 
660033 KKuummppff DDrriivvee,, WWaatteerrlloooo,, OONN  NN22VV 11KK33
PPhhoonnee:: 551199--557766--66661100 // FFaaxx:: 551199--557766--33221100
aaddmmiinn@@jjaawwaatteerrlloooorreeggiioonn..oorrgg // wwwwww..jjaawwaatteerrlloooorreeggiioonn..oorrgg
Reservations are available on-line.
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International Airport (YKF) to year
round operation.

“We are excited that the WestJet
flights to Calgary and points west have
proven to be so successful that they are
now planning year round service,” said
Jeff Schelling, Manager of Airport
Development for the Region of
Waterloo International Airport.
Bob Cummings, WestJet Executive
Vice-President, said, “As we continue
to grow our domestic network, we are pleased to extend daily non-
stop service between Kitchener-Waterloo-Cambridge and Calgary.
We are confident the people of this region will continue to fly with
WestJet.”

ARVATO SERVICES has announced an expansion of its facilities at 235 King
Street, Kitchener and the creation of new jobs openings at the busi-
ness contact centre. The staff ramp up is a result of their successful
bid for the Expedia account. Susan Velez, VP Human Resources, at
arvato’s Valencia, CA offices, said the workforce will surpass 900
people at the Kitchener location.

MENNONITE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES has hired a new communica-
tions professional to increase its profile during its current period of
unprecedented growth and innovation. Linda Whitmore has been
appointed communications and media relations manager to expand

MEDA’s image and exposure in the
North American public at large.

“We are delighted to have someone
of Linda’s calibre and commitment join
our communications team,” said Ed
Epp, vice-president of resource devel-
opment. “While MEDA is well-known in
many Canadian and American Mennon-
ite communities, especially among Men-
nonite business people, her first priority
will be to reach a wider audience and

enhance MEDA’s influence in North America on key issues.”
MEDA, founded in 1953, has a dual thrust of promoting business-

oriented solutions to poverty and encouraging a Christian witness in
business. It is a global leader in microfinance, village-level agricul-
ture and investment fund development, improving livelihoods for
hundreds of thousands of impoverished people every year.

COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS ACROSS CANADA will release their annual Vital Signs
report cards, aimed at measuring the vitality of their communities,
on October 2, 2007. “Vital Signs uses
local and national research to provide
communities with a clearer snapshot
of their quality of life and to help them
make connections between disparate
issues and trends,” said Monica Pat-
ten, CEO of Community Founda-
tions of Canada. This year 11 com-
munity foundations are releasing Vital
Signs reports, giving each foundation,
its donors, and the community-at-
large valuable insight into the commu-
nity’s strengths, challenges and opportunities. Included in that list is
Waterloo Region. Guelph plans to participate in the program in 2008.

JAYWIL SOFTWARE OF GUELPH has unveiled two new powerful tools for use
with their popular library automation software, ResourceMate:
Library Search and Web Search Inter-Library. These add to the
already impressive features and products in the ResourceMate family
of library automation. Says Jaywil Software President, Brian Wat-
son, “This really is an amazing tool. We are excited to be offering
our customers more by extending our very popular ISBN Retrieval so
items not found or without ISBNs can still be found.”

OPEN TEXT CORP. has announced an Office Business Application for
accessing and managing customer information. One of the first
OBAs built upon the 2007 Microsoft Office system to be commer-
cially available, Open Text’s Livelink ECM - Customer Information

WATERCOOLER

Bob Cummings, Westjet

Linda Whitmore, MEDA

Monica Patten, CEO of Community
Foundations of Canada
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Management gives users of Microsoft
Office applications a complete view of all
the information associated with customers,
whether that information lives in SAP(R)
application-based systems, Microsoft Office
SharePoint Server 2007, or other content
repositories.

TERAGO NETWORKS INC., a national broadband
service provider, has introduced its VLAN
service to Cambridge, Kitchener and
Waterloo to help meet the growing com-
munication needs of local businesses. This
enhanced service will provide organiza-
tions with faster and more robust connec-
tivity between their offices and facilities in
the region, and across Canada.
“We recognized that the rapid growth rate of businesses in Canada’s Technology Tri-

angle is driving the demand for innovative broadband connectivity options that meet their
unique data communications needs,” says Bryan Boyd, president and CEO, TeraGo Net-
works.

MAPLESOFT, a provider of high-performance software tools for engineering, science, and math-
ematics, has announced a large-scale customer win in China. Shanghai Jiatong Univer-

sity purchased several network licenses for Maple, and will
use the software to perform advanced research in various
projects across the university.
“We are very excited at the prospect of using Maple in our

projects. We were impressed with what we heard and saw
about Maple and other products from the company,” said Pro-
fessor Xufeng Wang of Shanghai Jiatong University. “We
believe that the use of productivity tools like Maple will help
our students and researchers become more competent as we
increasingly participate in the global market.”
“With China being one of the largest and fastest growing

emerging economies in the world, we plan to expand our pres-
ence in the region and work with our local partner, CCA Engineering Simulation Software,
to better service the market,” said Jim Cooper, President and CEO of Maplesoft.

VIRTEK VISION INTERNATIONAL INC., a developer and provider of high-value industrial laser solutions,
has signed an agreement for the purchase
by Metris of the assets of Virtek’s Intelli-
gent Laser Systems (iLS) group for approx-
imately C$6 million in cash. Since July
2006, the Virtek iLS division has been act-

ing as the
integrator for
Metris’ iGPS
and Laser
Radar tech-
nology. iLS
contributed
approximate-
ly $4.7 mil-
lion to
Virtek’s total
sales of $63.8
million for

the fiscal year ended January 31, 2007.
“The decision to sell iLS is consistent

Jim Cooper, President and CEO,
Maplesoft.

Bob Sandness, President and CEO,
Virtek.
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with our strategy to focus on Virtek’s Marking and Engraving business as the area offering
our company the best opportunities for consistent growth and profitability. Our Marking and
Engraving sales grew more than 28% in fiscal 2007 and 44% in the first quarter of the current
fiscal year,” said Bob Sandness, President and CEO.

SECOND FOUNDATION is the exclusive North American partner for
Navimeat and has purchased the intellectual property associ-
ated with Navimeat software from IBM. The Navimeat solution
is designed to support mid-sized and large companies in the
meat industry, covering both the slaughtering and the process-
ing side. “We see drawing upon our product and industry
expertise to create an even better solution for a broader mix of
clients,” says David Popowich, President of Second Founda-
tion. “Our goal is to enhance the product to deliver extended
functionality at the right price for global companies in the meat
slaughtering and processing industry.”

A LINEUP OF HIGH PROFILE SPEAKERS will share their insights on leadership at theMoving Business
Forward conference at Guelph’s River Run Centre on November 13, 2007. “Our first confer-
ence was a great success and this year will continue that tradition,” says Ian Smith, Presi-
dent of the Guelph Chamber of Commerce, which organizes this annual business
event. “We selected the theme of leadership because strong visioning and guidance from
managers are essential ingredients for every business. Canada has so many outstanding and
inspirational leaders and this is an excellent opportunity to learn from them.”

Speakers already confirmed include Keynote Speaker Lt-Gen The Hon Roméo Dal-
laire (Ret.), former head of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force and author of Shake
Hands with the Devil, a book about his experiences in Rwanda, Roger Skubowius,
Google Canada and designer of gmail; Harry Taylor, Senior Vice President of Operations
for Home Depot Canada; Linda Lundström, Linda Lundström Inc. Fashion
Design and passionate activist; Bob MacDonald, President & CEO of Maritz Canada
Inc.; and author Nicholas Boothman.

CANADA MORTGAGE AND HOUSING CORPORATION has recognized Reid’s Heritage Homes for building
healthier houses. The presentation was made at the company’s model home in Guelph’s
Westminster Woods community.

“CMHC is pleased to recognize Reid’s Heritage Homes for dedication to building healthier
housing,” said Bill Crawford, CMHC Senior Advisor, Research and Technology. “Reid’s Her-
itage Homes has demonstrated the skills and knowledge necessary to build houses that are
not only healthier for their customers but also healthier for the environment.”

Reid’s Heritage Homes’ Webster model, on lot 30 of Westminster Woods, is designed to
reduce water and energy consumption. The
home is the first low-rise residential house
in Canada to be certified Leadership in
Energy & Environmental Design Platinum.
LEED is an internationally recognized stan-
dard that promotes the design and con-
struction of high-performance green
homes.

“The opening of the first ever LEED Cer-
tified Platinum home in Canada that has
achieved the highest LEED for Homes
(LEED-H) point rating to date in North
America is a huge milestone for Reid’s Her-
itage Homes,” said Ron Salisbury, Man-
ager - Home Performance, Reid’s Heritage
Homes.

RON NEUMANN has joined Communitech’s
Executive-in-Residence in-house, start-
up mentorship program. “I’m excited to be

WATERCOOLER
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David Popowich, president of Second
Foundation
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able to apply my significant expertise in startup and business man-
agement to the benefit of tech firms across Waterloo Region,” says
Neumann, “providing advice and guidance on everything from a
bullet proof business plan to a manageable exit strategy.”
Neumann joins Carol Leaman, CEO-in-Residence, who was

appointed as the first such mentorship role for Communitech earlier
this year. Neumann brings over 20 years of successful management
experience to the role. Under Neumann’s management, Slip-
Stream Data was highly profitable, won over 2000 service
provider customers in 45 countries, and tripled employee size in
two years. Neumann led the acquisition of Slipstream Data by RIM
in 2006.

FIVE CONESTOGA COLLEGE entrants in the 13th Canadian Skills Competi-
tion came home from the Saskatoon event with medals that testify
to their technical skills and problem-solving abilities. All five previ-
ously had won gold medals at the beginning of May in the Ontario
Technological Skills Competition that was held at RIM Park in
Waterloo, and were part of the Team Ontario delegation to the June
national event in Saskatchewan.
Conestoga’s gold medal winners are: Shawn Finan, Kitchener,

who won in post-secondary computer numerical control machining;
Michael Jordan, Kitchener, electronics; Michael McLellan,
Mount Forest, mechanical computer-aided design and drafting; and
Ryan Mlodozenec, Kitchener, industrial mechanic millwright.
Winning a national silver medal was Conestoga student Cody
Noble, Fergus, in precision machining.

A TEAM FROM URSULINE COLLEGE in Chatham won the winter 2007 National
Secondary School Stock Market Competition organized by Wilfrid
Laurier University. The team – students Katherine Laycock,
Amy Racz and Alyssa Fisher – turned their virtual $100,000 start-
ing fund into a portfolio worth $158,835 in just 10 weeks.
An early purchase of Research in Motion Ltd. put-options quickly

added gains to the team’s portfolio. Steady gains were made over
the course of the competition with call-options on Husky Energy,
Cameco Corp. and Teck Cominco. The team’s first trade ended up
adding more than $14,000 to its account as members used their
margin account to purchase shares in Pinetree Capital Ltd. Addition-

al purchases in Crystallex International Corp. and Moly Mines Ltd. on
margin added another $30,000 to their portfolio and secured the
win.
“The stock market competition is intended to help students

become informed investors, aware of the investment tools available
to them, and aware of the need to set investment objectives for life-
long investing ” says Sandra Hughes, director of Laurier’s national
stock market competitions.

OUT OF AN IMPRESSIVE LIST OF NOMINEES, 50 outstanding Ontario entrepre-
neurs who have demonstrated courage, determination and leader-
ship have been chosen as finalists in the 2007 Ernst & Young
Entrepreneur Of The Year Awards Program. Area finalists for
Entrepreneur Of The Year 2007, Ontario region include Tony Per-
rotta, Greentec (Reverse logistics and recycling specialists), Cam-
bridge; and Don Bowman, Dave Caputo, Tom Donnelly, Marc
Morin, and Brad Siim of Sandvine Incorporated (Network
equipment developer and marketer), Waterloo.
Awards submissions are reviewed by an independent judging

panel, which this year includes Steve Farlow, Executive Director,
Schlegel Centre for Entrepreneurship School of Business
and Economics,Wilfrid Laurier University.

WINNERS of the 2007 Hermes Awards for communications and mar-
keting professionals around the world have just been announced
and the City of Kitchener has received four awards in total: two
gold and two platinum. The Hermes Creative Awards is an interna-
tional competition for creative professionals involved in the concept,
writing and design of traditional materials and programs, and
emerging technologies.
The City’s Hermes Awards include: platinum for the Your Kitch-

ener Market Menu (direct mail category); platinum for the Down-
town Kitchener media kit (graphic design media kit category);
gold for the KidSpark 2006 poster (illustration design category);
and gold for theWho Are You Kitchener? brochure.

GOLFNORTH PROPERTIES INC. of Waterloo is the new owner of Mystic Golf
Club in Ancaster. “We’re well on our way to establishing Mystic Golf

For Leasing Opportunities Call: 519.745.3137 fax: 519.749.8872 email: leasing@setman.ca

7,100 sq. ft. Restaurant/Retail, West Highland location.

Office Space
for Lease

Leasing Opportunity
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Club as one of the premier public facilities
in the Golden Horseshoe area,” says Al
Kavanagh, President and CEO of
GolfNorth Properties.
Mystic GC stumbled out of the gate in

2006 and went bankrupt. After going
through a lengthy receivership bid process,
GolfNorth took control of Mystic GC on June
8, 2007. Shawn McAuslin is the new pro
shop manager, while GolfNorth Regional
Director Mike Turner is overseeing the
operation.

BRICK BREWING CO. LIMITED has entered into an
agreement with Cadbury Beverages
Canada Inc. to manufacture, package and
represent the popular Motts Caesar alcohol
based beverages.

ATS AUTOMATION TOOLING SYSTEMS INC. has been
awarded a US$14.3 million order to design,
build, install and support a number of auto-
mated packaging systems for a market-
leading healthcare company.
“The order

... is a valued
win for us
because it
comes from a
new customer
for ATS, a cus-
tomer with a
strong market
position and
a m b i t i o u s
growth plans
for the future,” said Ron Jutras, ATS Presi-
dent and CEO.

RIM CO-CEO JIM BALSILLIE (see Exchange cover
story) is the best-paid Canadian executive,

according to Report on Business maga-
zine. Balsillie is ranked first among execu-
tives, with $54.7 million in compensation;
his Co-CEO, Mike Lazaridis, is third at
$32.9 million.

RETAIL COUNCIL OF CANADA has welcomed the
Supreme Court of Canada's decision in
the Kraft V. Euro Excellence case, in
which a small Quebec importer fought
Kraft Canada over the right to import
genuine Toblerone and Côte d'Or
chocolate bars directly from Europe. Kraft
Canada attempted to use Canadian copy-
right law in a "strategy" to "thwart" impor-
tation of the genuine products other than
through their own exclusive distribution
channel.
RCC urged the Court not to allow copy-

right law to be used in this manner. Retail-
ers were concerned that, if Kraft were to
prevail, copyright law could become a tool
to restrict competitive parallel importation
of an enormous variety of genuine con-
sumer goods ranging from cameras to
clothing to computers.
"The Supreme Court of Canada decision

confirms the right of Canadian consumers
and the retailers who serve them to enjoy
access to the best selection of goods from
around the world at competitive prices,"
states Diane J. Brisebois, President and
CEO, RCC. "Today's ruling vindicates our
belief in free trade and competitive interna-
tional markets. We have always believed
that the purpose of copyright law is to
reward the actual creators of our cultural
heritage, and not to serve as an artificial
barrier to free trade in genuine and legiti-
mate consumer merchandise in a manner
that would raise prices and restrict choice."

DELFINO CALLEGARI, volunteer chair of the
Guelph and District Multicultural
Festival, has been honoured with a New-
comer Champion Award from the Ontario
Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration.

KAREM KALIN of Kitchener, owner of Smiles
Made Easy, has been nominated for the
SavvyMom Mompreneur of the Year
Award, celebrating great ideas and inno-
vative solutions developed by Canadian
moms. The winner will be voted by the
general public and will be win an $18,000
prize package of cash and business servic-
es. Kalin created a line of note cards that
prompt senders to complete thoughts like
"Can you believe we...", "I have fun when
we...", and "You're a great...". X

WATERCOOLER

Ron Jutras, ATS Automation

Professional Real Estate Services Specializing In:
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Dr. Amir Khajepour, Director of Mecha-
tronics and Manufacturing, is researching
advanced vehicle systems including
developing a smart control system to
combine rollover and stability control
with ride comfort and handling. Other
areas of safety research include crash
avoidance through the use of cameras,
wireless communications and safety sys-
tems. Electrical and Computer Engineer-
ing Professor Dr. Safieddin-Naeini con-
ducts research in vehicle communications
and intelligent navigational systems.
When all these systems fail and a crash

occurs, the cutting edge metal forming
research of Dr. Michael Worswick comes
into play. A Professor of Mechanical and
Mechatronics Engineering, Worswick is
the Canada Research Chair in Lightweight
Materials under Extreme Deformation:
Forming and Impact. He is developing
materials are that both lightweight to
improve fuel efficiency but are also crash-
worthy to enhance safety.
Fellow Mechanical and Mechatronics

Engineering professor, Dr. Norman Zhou,
researches joining techniques such as
laser and resistance welding for automo-
tive applications.
On the environmental side, the new $6

million Ontario Biocar initiative is
researching the development of compos-
ite resins and polymers using agricultural
and forestry products to replace plastics in
automobile parts. Biocar is run in collabo-
ration with the Universities of Guelph and
Toronto. University of Waterloo Chemical
Engineering Professor Dr. Leonardo
Simon is co-leading this venture.
To develop the next generation of

green autos, Mechanical and Mechatron-
ics Engineering Professor Dr. Xianguo Li
heads research into fuel cells, an environ-
mentally clean technology expected to
eventually replace gasoline and diesel
engines in automobiles.
These examples just scratch the surface

of the comprehensive automotive
research being carried out by WatCAR.
According to McPhee, WatCAR has one of
the most advanced automotive research
lab facilities in Canada at its disposal. He
emphasizes that the Centre’s main
strengths are threefold; it is based at the
best automotive university in Canada; it is
open for business with private sector part-
ners; and it knows how to leverage
money. “For every dollar a company puts
up either in cash or in-kind resources, we
can get four dollars from the provincial
and federal governments. We are in effect
the R & D division for a lot of automotive

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
continued from page 62

The Partners of McCarter Grespan Beynon Weir LLP
and Mike Koppeser are pleased to announce

the merger of their practices.

MCCARTER GRESPAN BEYNON WEIR LLP
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
675 Riverbend Drive, Kitchener, On
Tel: 519-571-8800 Fax: 519-742-1841

www.mgbwlaw.com

McCarter Grespan Beynon Weir LLP restricts its
practice to business law matters including business
acquisitions and sales, corporate finance, corporate

reorganizations, commercial law, technology transactions,
business/estate planning, commercial real estate,
subdivision and condominium development law.

“Providing innovative and practical legal
solutions to business”

Mike will be pleased to serve all of his clients at his new location.

SUITE 112 – 501 KRUG ST., KITCHENER, ON N2B 1L3
CALL 519-745-6400 FAX 519-745-6409 www.clearlyspoken.ca

For all your REPORTING & TRANSCRIPTION needs,
Clearly Spoken offers on- and off-site reporting with

certified and commissioned reporters, digital recording,
professional and timely transcripts, beautifully

appointed boardrooms and convenient free parking!
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companies.”
John Wood, Senior Advisor, R&D and

Technology at General Motors of Canada
confirms WatCAR’s benefits to the indus-
try. In the Centre’s promotional literature
Wood comments, “The science and tech-
nology needs of the automotive sector are
very broad. It can be difficult to find the
right people, with the right expertise, with
whom we can partner. WatCAR provides a
unique service that helps identify the very
best research talent on campus. This will
make it easier to create exciting, new
research projects with our company and
as quickly as we can.”

By integrating all the complex aspects
of automotive research in one world-class
centre and fully leveraging private sector
and government resources, the Waterloo
Centre for Automotive Research is making
a difference by further strengthening the
role of the Waterloo-Wellington region in
the automotive industry and by following
its vision of developing safe, smart, envi-
ronmentally sustainable vehicles.

Readers wanting more information about
WatCAR can contact Dr. John McPhee at
mcphee@real.uwaterloo.ca or visiting
www.watcar.uwaterloo.ca.

X

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

1175 Weber Street East, Kitchener (519) 894-9300

Never Follow www.crosbyaudi.com

“We are in effect the R & D division for a lot
of automotive companies.” - DR. JOHN MCPHEE

Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering Professor Dr. Xianguo Li heads research into fuel cells
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STEERING TOWARD
THE CAR OF THE
FUTURE
Local automotive research keys on the design of
safe, green, smart cars

Since its invention over a century ago, people have
been in love with the automobile. We love the free-

dom and independence it gives us to travel where and
when we like in increasing comfort and style.
But our love is not unconditional. Along with the

obvious benefits comes a large load of luggage. Com-
munity planners have bemoaned the automobile’s
detrimental effect on our urban form as increasing
amounts of scarce land are needed for highways, park-
ing lots and garages. While the internal combustion
engine and the refinement of the fossil fuels that power
it were revolutionary to early development, environ-
mental experts warn that our love of the car presents
us with an inconvenient truth – it is a significant pol-
luter of our atmosphere and the leading cause of acci-
dental death in our society.
In addition to the car’s obvious benefits as a means

of personal transportation, the automobile industry is
also a major engine of our economy, employing
500,000 people nation-wide. The Waterloo-Wellington
region is a significant player in this sector. Todd Letts,
CEO of the Greater Kitchener-Waterloo Chamber of
Commerce told Exchange, “It is estimated by Canada’s
Technology Triangle that there are over 450 auto-relat-
ed firms in the region employing over 10,000 people.
The auto industry is comprised of many industrial sec-
tors including transportation equipment, metal fabrica-
tion, etc. The transportation equipment sector alone
ships more than $6.7 billion of product annually and
has a regional payroll of over $738 million.”
While a few ardent environmentalists have kicked

the automobile habit and resorted to bicycling, walking

and using public transportation exclusively, the majori-
ty of the population remains addicted to our cars. Can
we retain the benefits of the car by producing one that
doesn’t pollute and is safe as well? Can we have our car
and drive it too?
The Waterloo Centre for Automotive Research (Wat-

CAR) works from the premise that the car is here to
stay. At the same time, it believes that comprehensive
research can lead to the development of a safer, clean-
er, more intelligent car. This University of Waterloo
research centre is the largest of its kind in Canada and
benefits from the expertise of 70 professors in the facul-
ties of Engineering, Applied Health Sciences, Mathe-
matics and Science. They work with more than 50 part-
ners including Original Equipment Manufacturers
(OEMs), automotive parts and materials suppliers, and
government agencies.
Areas of research include materials and manufactur-

ing, mechatronics, alternative fuels, sensors and actua-
tors, safety systems, environmental impacts, vehicle
design and human factors and ergonomics.
Dr. John McPhee is the Executive Director of WatCAR

and a professor of Systems Design Engineering. He
notes that WatCAR’s vision of the car of the future is
“something lightweight, safe and intelligent, powered
by alternative fuels, environmentally sustainable and
user-friendly.”
McPhee’s personal area of expertise is vehicle

dynamics and stability. McPhee says that onboard sta-
bility control systems take control of brakes and engine
acceleration in dangerous situations. These systems
will be mandatory on all cars and trucks in the US by
2009. McPhee adds, “such a system reduces accidental
deaths by 70% and is the single largest automobile safe-
ty innovation since the seatbelt. The next stage is to
develop such a system for steering. This is the last fron-
tier for electronic stability control systems.”

Can we retain the benefits of the car
by producing one that doesn’t pollute

and is safe as well?

by BRIAN HUNSBERGER

Dr. John McPhee (left), Executive Director of WatCAR and Dr. Amir Khajepour,
Director of Mechatronics and Manufacturing

continued on page 60
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